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GLOBAL ISSUES H5VIEK 
Refuoee Affairs 






Pakistan ;. .'. '., *. •'?.' ...,-.;:■« 

A r eha n refugee situation crows precarious . Of the estimated 
, 8 t^T-^nn Afgh an refugees m' Pakistan , near v 1.5 million are 
locarec'In the Northwe st Frontier Province, their ranks further 
swoUen bv an influx of some 200,000 since February . As the 
refucee peculation crows, both the refugees anc cae Pakistan 
government* are facing increasing difficulties. 

Be'or* the cnsleucht of summer hear, t=...s cf thousands of 
re'ueees must be moved" to cooler locations , putting strains on 
administ rative and logistical facilities. The water taile -is 
croc-inc in many parts of the province as numerous veils are 
c-ilied' for the refuwas. Shortages of r elief supplies — incl- 
uding tents, fuelwood, and, increasingly, wneat -- are t ecinninc 
to occur . As a result of lone delavs in wheat shipments rrom 
seme don er countries, crains supplies nave been crawn -r„m na^icn- 
al stocks. Firew ood scarcity has raised prices greatly, anc. the 
refugees hav e relied many tree s in some areas causing consicerable 
lor.--term environmental damage . * 

In addition, food shortages are causing a rising incidence of 
malnutrition amono small children, and having a continuing a.. ect 
on new arriva ls alreadv weakened by Soviet starvation tactics in 
Afghanistan. Ov erloaded sanitation facilities and strains on the 
medilal ~ rr ~s". Y ~- ™>» ah> possTEZIiTIeT of disasterous epi- 
demics increasingly real. 

Problems exist administratively as well. The Pakistani Com- 
missioier for Afghan Refugees lacks resources, such as cas.^ anc 
Vehicles! and hal encountered teSTe private and public lack_ot _ 
willingness to extend creaitT [ 
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Political problems loom as well. The potential for conflict 
between th.2 numerous armed refugees and the local populace is in- 
creasing. The continuation of refugee raids back into Afghanistan , 
particularly if escalated into a full-scale spring offencive, 
further r&ises complications for Pakistan's Relations with Afghan- 
istan and the Soviets, j 
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